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Service Update: Transition of Wet Mount to Molecular Testing for 
the Routine Diagnosis of Trichomonas vaginalis Infection 

Audience 

Ontario Healthcare providers assessing patients for Trichomonas vaginalis (TV) infection. 

Overview 

Dynacare currently offers both the Hologic Aptima Trichomonas vaginalis Assay, a nucleic acid 
amplification test (NAAT), and wet mount for detection of Trichomonas vaginalis (TV). Given the 
superior performance of the TV NAAT test, Dynacare will transition all T. vaginalis testing 
requests from wet mount to TV NAAT in August 2022. 

Overview of T. vaginalis Infection and Indications for Testing 

TV is the most common curable sexually transmitted infection (STI) worldwide and is one of the 
leading causes of vaginitis, vaginal/urethral discharge, urethritis, and cervicitis in women1. If left 
untreated, TV infection can persist for months to years, and is associated with premature rupture 
of membranes, preterm birth, and low birth weight, prolonged HPV infection, increased risk of HIV 
transmission, and patient anxiety and discomfort2-5. The CDC recommends testing women for TV 
infection if they have symptoms or are at increased risk of infection6. The CDC also recommends 
the use of highly sensitive and specific methods, such as a NAAT, over less-sensitive methods 
such as wet mount microscopy for the detection of TV6. 

Performance of TV NAAT Compared to Wet Mount 

The TV NAAT detects Trichomonas vaginalis with a sensitivity of 95.3%-100% and specificity of 
95.2%-100% compared with culture, while wet mount demonstrates 50% sensitivity compared to 
culture since living, mobile trichomonads must be observed for accurate diagnosis7,8. Given the 
superior performance of TV NAAT, Dynacare will transition vaginal swab samples 
collected in Amies transport media to an in-house validated TV NAAT test. 

Samples collected from women less than 14 years of age are not currently Health Canada 
approved for TV NAAT; however, they will be tested by Dynacare with a disclaimer comment 
added. 



 

  

Action Required 

Healthcare providers should be aware of the change in test methodology. Reports issued beyond 
the transition date for samples tested using TV NAAT will indicate the testing method used as 
‘Nucleic Acid Transcription Mediated Amplification Assay’. Results for TV tested using the new 
method will be reported as ‘DETECTED’ or ‘NON- DETECTED’. 

Questions about the Change? 

Dynacare is committed to providing the highest quality and value to our partners. We look forward 
to working with you as we implement this change. If you have inquiries, please contact Customer 
Care at 800.565.5721, or your Dynacare Account Manager. 
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